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Caritas Social Action Network
Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road
London
SE1 7JB
Raymond.friel@can.org.uk
20 July 2026


The Rt Hon Andy Burnham
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
LONDON
SW1A 2AA


Dear Prime Mininster

On behalf of everyone at Caritas Social Action Network – the social agency of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales – a warm welcome to your new role.

We wish you every success at this challenging moment for our communities. Our message to you is very simple: we’re here to help and would welcome a conversation about how we can work together with government even more closely to build flourishing communities.

Our fifty member organisations work on the front line of a range of human need, from material and relational poverty in our communities, to those caught up in the criminal justice system, to those who are trafficked and exploited.

Our work is inspired by Catholic Social Teaching and the core principles of the dignity of every person, solidarity, subsidiarity and the common good.

We have deep knowledge of our communities and a passionate commitment to work to tackle poverty, promote justice and restore dignity.

We work in collaborative ways with other faith groups and organisations in the charity sector who share our values.

On 1 July, we held a Parliamentary Reception, hosted by Mike Kane MP, at which we met many of your colleagues and shared ideas for working together.

We would welcome a meeting with you and your team – perhaps a roundtable discussion during Inter Faith Week (8-15 November 2026) – to help to shape the debate around subsidiarity and the common good and to offer practical insights from our work on the ground.

You can find out more about our network at: https://www.csan.org.uk/

With our very best wishes,

Yours faithfully
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Raymond Friel OBE
CEO Caritas Social Action Network
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